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Education Texas Tech University 2021–2026 (expected)

Ph.D. in Political Science

Comparative Politics and International Relations

Committee: Bilyana Petrova (chair), Frank Thames, Austin McCrea

Texas Tech University 2021–2023

Master of Arts, Political Science

Abilene Christian University 2017–2021

Bachelor of Arts, Political Science, Global Studies

Publications McCrea, Austin M., Kenicia Wright, Xiaoyang Xu, and Noah Pruitt. 2025. Pathways
for Social Equity: An Audit of Bureaucratic Representation, Diversity, and Cultural
Competency in Florida Nursing Homes. Journal of Social Equity and Public Administration
3(1), 54-68.

Under Review The Price of Pressure: The Effect of Economic Sanctions on Democratic Backsliding
in Target Regimes (with Nila Zarepour-Arizi) (American Journal of Political Science)

Public Service Provision and Satisfaction with Democracy in Latin America (with
Austin McCrea) (Political Behavior)

Conflicting Perspectives: Support for Executive Aggrandizement and Satisfaction with
Democracy

Ongoing Work Retrospective Economic Voting and Support for Executive Aggrandizement (Dissertation
Chapter)

Party System Institutionalization and Satisfaction with Democracy (Dissertation Chapter)

Executive Aggrandizement and Satisfaction with Public Service Delivery in Latin
America (with Austin McCrea)

The 2016 Election and Satisfaction with Democracy in Young Democracies (with
Bilyana Petrova)

Grants and
Awards

Survey Expense Support, Institute for Humane Studies, 2025 $2,500
Travel Grant, TTU Graduate School, 2025 $350
Best Graduate Student of the Year, TTU Department of Political Science, 2025 $500
Kent Presson Scholarship, TTU Department of Political Science, 2025 $700
Travel Grant, Institute for Humane Studies, 2025 $350
United Supermarkets Fellowship, TTU Graduate School, 2025 $25,000
Emerging Scholar Award, TTU Department of Political Science, 2024 $300
R. Guy Carter Scholarship, TTU Department of Political Science, 2024 $2,200
Travel Grant, TTU Graduate School, 2024 $116
William Oden Scholarship, TTU Department of Political Science, 2023 $1,600
William Oden Scholarship, TTU Department of Political Science, 2022 $1,000
J.T. and Margaret Talkington Fellowship, TTU Graduate School, 2021 $16,000
Best Poster, Association for the Study of the Middle East and Africa, 2020
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Presentations American Political Science Association: 2024, 2025
Association for the Study of the Middle East and Africa: 2020
International Studies Association - South: 2025
Midwest Political Science Association: 2023, 2024, 2025
Texas Comparative Circle: 2024, 2025
Southern Political Science Association: 2023

Teaching Instructor 2025–present
Introduction to Comparative Politics, Spring 2025

Teaching Assistant 2021–present
International Political Economy, Fall 2024
International Organizations, Fall 2024
Introduction to International Relations, Summer 2024
Post-Communist Politics, Summer 2024
Politics of Class and Inequality, Spring 2024
Introduction to Political Analysis, Fall 2023 and Spring 2024
Texas Politics and Topics, Summer 2023, Fall 2023
American Government, Spring 2023 and Summer 2025
Gender and Politics, Spring 2023
Comparative Political Institutions, Fall 2022
Women Across Cultures: A Global Perspective, Summer 2022
Introduction to Comparative Politics, Spring 2022
American Election Law, Fall 2021

Service Graduate Student Academic Committee, Texas Tech Department of Political Science
(2023–present)
Graduate Student Outreach Committee, Texas Tech Department of Political Science
(2023–present)

Professional
Experience

Hertog Foundation 2019

Summer Intern

U.S. House of Representatives 2018

Summer Intern for Jodey Arrington

Additional
Training

Inter-university Consortium for Political and Political Science Research, 2023

Relevant
Skills

Languages: English (native), Spanish (beginner).

Computer Software: R, Stata, LaTeX, Microsoft Office.

Methods Training: OLS, MLE, game theory, multilevel models, time series analysis,
data visualization, panel data and longitudinal analysis, multiple imputations,
difference-in-difference, synthetic control, regression discontinuity design, matching,
systematism (Visual International Relations Project).
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https://arrington.house.gov/


References Bilyana Petrova Frank Thames
Assistant Professor of Political Science Professor of Political Science
Department of Political Science Department of Political Science
Texas Tech University Texas Tech University
bpetrova@ttu.edu frank.thames@ttu.edu

Austin McCrea Daehee Bak
Assistant Professor of Public Administration Associate Professor of Political Science
Department of Political Science Department of Political Science
Texas Tech University Texas Tech University
austin.mccrea@ttu.edu daehee.bak@ttu.edu
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